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But firſt know, our two Partics haye got juſt now each 
of them a new Name; the Mo4, conſiſting ( as the other 
pretends) of the meaner People, and a few of the Nobility, 
bur theſe very inconfiderable, as being inferiour to the reſt 
both in Parts and Eſtates ; and the Nob, becauſe the Per- 
ſons of greateſt Quality and Eſtates, | and to tell truth, the 
whole Nobility almoſt are on that fide. Before the Parlia- 
ment far down, there was a great noiſe of mutual Im- 
peackments. Meb was to be, accuſed of infamous Bribery, 
whereof he was guilty laſt Secfſion of Parliament ; and 
Neb of having miſapplied the King's Money : But when 
our States-Mcen came from London, we were informed that 
the King had given ſuch ſtrict Orders to ſhun all occaſion 
of Heats, ( as being prejudicial to his Aﬀairs both ar 
home and abroad ) that theſe Accuſations were to be laid 
aſide until a more convenient time. Truly, I think there 
is no juſt Ground for theſe Accuſationsz for Nob doth 
now lay their Account-Books open to the view of all.who 
who defire tro know how the King's Money was imploy- 
ed: And all that can be ſaid of Mob is, what he openly 
owneth, that he accepted of a Civil Compliment of ſome 
Thouſands of Guineas from ſome of the principal Burgbs 
of this Kingdom for good Services he did them by his 
Vote, and his Power in the Parliament. 


We were pleaſing of our ſelves with the hopes that 
things ſhould be carried on with ſome tolerable modera- 
tion for the good of the Country, when Fune 3d. all 
broke out: to open War ; for one Duncan Rebertfan in- 
{tigated, I fear, (at leaſt encouraged and ſupported ) by 
4:6, preſented a Petition to the Parliament againſt the 
Viſcount Staire, Lord Preſident of the Seſſion, complain- 
ing that the ſaid Viſcount had pronounced an unjuſt Sen- 
t=2ce againſt him, whereby he had preferred Mr. Patrick 

| Smith 
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Smith to the Executry and moveable Goods of the de- 
ceaſed Biſhop of Ga/oway ; and Infinuating, that this was 
done upon a view of a Tranſaftion with Mr, Patrick of 
a Debr due by the ſaid Viſcount to the Biſhop, and that 
accordingly the Viſcount got an caſe of the ſame, and 
Craving that the Viſcount might be ſummoned ro compear 
before the Parliament to anſwer to this Aceuſation. - 

It was urged and carried for the Viſcount, that one of 
his Charafter and Quality could not be ſummoned up- 
on the meer aſſertion of fo inconſiderable a Perſon, un- 
til che Parliament ſhould conſider what Grounds there 
were for it; whereupon it was propoſed by ſome, that the 
precognition thereof ſhould be remitted to a Committee to bz 
choſen for that particular end: but ir was carricd againſt 
the Viſcount by very few Votes that it ſhould be remitted to 
the Committee of Safety, who were appointcd to give their 
Report in open Parliament the 10h. of the ſaid Month. 
The Committee accordingly having examined many Wit- 
neſſes upon the firſt and moſt material Article of the 
Complaint, viz. the Injuſtice of the Sentence ; nothing 
was proved againſt the Viſcount. On the contrary it was 
proved by the expreſs Depofitions of the Lords of the 
Seſſion themſelves, and of Mr. Dauxcan's own Advocate, 
that the thing was fairly done, ſo that he thought it nor 
fic to infiſt in the other Articles. Upon the 10h. of 
June, the Day appbinted for Reporting, it was deſired 
that the Parliament would call for the Report of the 
Committee, and either declare the Lord Preſident Guilry, 
or, if nothing ſhould be proved againſt him, that they 
would acquit him, and appoint a ſuitable Puniſhment 
for the Libeller tor ſo impudent a Calumny ; nothing of 
that could be heard that Day, there was a greater Buſineſs 


then in hands which pur a ſtop coall others, I mean the Im- 
peachment of the Earl of Breadalbane, which was carried 
on thus. : A: There 
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There was exhibited a Depgſition of -——— Mac Donald 
Glengary, wherein he deponed, that in the year 1692. 
the Earl of Breadalbane being imployed .to treat with. the 
' Highland: Army, did by Articles agreed/upon_betwixt him 
and them, engage that ſeveral Candicions there particu- 
lariſed falling out, he, the ſaid Earl:of :Bneadalbane ſhould 
wich all his Friends and Followers, join the faid Highland. 
Army againſt King Wilzaw ; ' this Depoſition being read, 
it was urged that the King's Advocate ſhould be ordered 
to commence and inſiſt , in. a Praceſs of High Treaſon 
againſt his Lordſhip, ang: that he jn:the- meantime ſhould 
be commirted to the Calile ofi Edmbnurgh. 


It was plcaded for:the Earl that this Accuſation being an 
abſolute Surpriſe, it.could not . be imagined :he :could iſa- 
tisfy this Houſe fo well-mmmediately, as: after a little de- 
liberation he might he able :ro do, whereftore he intreat- 
ed the Impeachment night be forborn: until the next 
meeting, at whichtime he doubted not bur that he ſhould 
make'it clearly appear that there was na ground for ir. -- 


oel1 1. | 
This not being granted, .ir was further pleaded for/ him, 
that. this Depoſition of Glengarys: being .Ultrogeons, he 
never being ſummoned :for. that. .effe& by the ' Authority 
of any Judge,; cannot .be ſuſtained in Eaw,. -and -conſe- 
quently. cannot, be .a Eodundatian- ot a :Procefsof ' High 
\Treaſon 3 dpccially, canfdering that:the1faid 'Ghngary, 
. being; a Romart:Carholick, >continucd*in Rebellion againſt 
his: preſenr- Majefty, never having ſubmitred to the Go- 
-vernment, unleſs. hc had privatcly done it. at- this time, 
«and. that he carricd an inveterate enmity :to the ſaid Ear! 
and: his:Family.z neither did this prevail. 
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Ir was further pleaded for the Eat! that he had an ample 
Commiſſion .from the King to do m chat Afair all that he 
ſhould judge fit for effeRuating ic ; That his Majeſty an4 
all the World know that in-ſuch Negotiacions, there mutl 
be allowances for men to go, or at lcalt ro pretend to go 
ſome lengths, :and.to uſc ſuch condeſcendencics as in pcu- 
dence they ſhall find moſt taking and fitted for accompliſhing 
the deſign; That the Eſtect had juſtified the Methods hc 
had uſed; That not only they there Sirting, and their 
Conſtituents at home, who ſuffered moſt in chat unnatura! 
War ; but alſo the Kingdom of Exg/and, who for irs own 
ſafety was obliged ro maintain ſome Regiments here tor 
ſeveral years with little or no ſucceſs, yea, and all the 
Confederacy had reaped advantage by his Condutt in thar 
Treaty : many Troops and much money being now im- 
ployed "againſt the Common Enemy abroad, which that 
troubleſome War had for ſevcral years exhauſted here at 
home. That, ſeeing the thing it ſelt was beyond all queſti- 
-on good and adyantagious for the Nation, it was though! 
ſtrange that theſe perſons who were molt Advantaged by 
it ſhould take exceptions againſt the particular Mcthods 
which his Prudence obliged him to take in carrying it on ; 
however, his Lordſhip had made known to thcir Majcſtics 
whatever he had ſaid or done in that Aﬀair, and had their 


approbation. 


Upon ſome one's pretending that the things now lihe!led 
were not then known, itwas an{wered, that upon a Com- 
plaint given againſt the Earl for theſe very things h« i3 
now accuſed of, his Majeſty recommended to the Privy 
- Council ro make enquiry into rhe Matter, which accord- 
ingly was done and tranſmitted to the King : Thar the 
Minutes of the Council did clearly ſhow all this ; theres 
fore it was begged theſe Minutes might be called for, Bur 


that. 


«that being refuſed, the Earl of Melvil Lord ou Seal, . 
-and then Secretary of State, avouched the truth of whar 
had been ſaid, and poſitively aſſerted that the Precognition 
-taken by the Council was upon a Complaint, if not in the 
"fame words, atleaſt to the ſame purpoſe with what was 
contained in Glengary's Depoſition : That it was ſent by 
the Council to him : That he ſhewed it to the Queen, (the 
King being then in Flanders) who kepr it a whole night. 
That the next day he tranſmitted it to the King, who (he 
knew by the returns he got from Flanders) received, and 
peruſed it. Andall this upon his'Honour. 


The Duke of QueensFury declared likewiſe upon 
Honour that it conſiſted with his knowledge that his Mas 
zeſty received the ſame, he being then in Flanders with 
che King, and having heard-him diſcourſe of the Matter 


very often, 


Whereupon it was urged, ſecing his Majeſty had taken to 
his own conſideration the Earl's behaviour in that Afﬀaic ; 
ſceing that he had been informed of all the Methods of his 
procedure in it, and ſeeing he had ſhown his SatisfaCtion 
with the Earl's ConduCt, by prefering him at that time to 
ſeveral Places of Honour and Truſt, as that of Privy 
Councellour, Commiſſioner of the Treaſury, &c. That 
the Parliament would not proceed in a Matter of ſuch im- 
-portance againſt one of his Majeſty's Miniſters of State, 
until he were firſt acquainted with it 3 but this was re- 
fuſed alſo : Whereupon it was deſired again in behalf of 
the Earl that they would delay their proceeding at leaſt 
until the next meeting, Upon this the Houſe divided as 
to the State of the Vote ; Some would have it to be Proceed 
or Delay, and others, »/iſt or Not. This was put to the 
Vote, and it was carried by eleyen that the latter w_ 


CY 
be the Vote. And afterwards by another Vote, it was 
carried that the King's Advocate ſhould infiſt immediately; 
whereupon there was an order of Parliament ſigncd tor 
committing the Earl to the Caſtle, whither accordingly 
his Lordſhip was carried Priſoner, at the riſing of the Par. 
liament, the ſame day, 


There happened one thing I muſt not forget: The 
Peers ſeeing every point carried againſt them, in the heat 
of their Debate roſe up all at once, ſeeming to be in great 
rage. His Grace the Commiſſioner, ſomething ſurpriſcd, 
told them this looked tumultuous-like, (and truely it did 
diſcover that they were highly provoked) they anſwered 
they meant no ſuch thing, but to ſhow their common and 
unanimous diſſenting from ſuch precipitate pra&ices. [ 
never did ſee the Nobility ſo unanimous as in this Afﬀair, 
there being but fiveor ſix of the moſt inconſiderable who 
Jjoin'd with the other Party. I muſt be fo juſt to the Earl, 
as to tel] you likewiſe that all this was done on a Mcrday, 
when the Houſe is not ſo frequent as at other times ; for 
many going to the Country on the Satardays, theſe who 
are not ſo intrigueing as the others, not knowing that there 
is any buſineſs of importance to be done, do gencrally nor 
return until Monday's Evening. 


Its probable we may have abundance of ſuch News ag 
this for ſome time; it being confidently talked that the 
Earl of Argile is likewiſe to be Impeached. I am told he 
is threatned with ir, unleſs he join to the other ſide ; and 
not inclining to do that, it's ſurmiſed his Lordſhip is ro 
withdraw fome time, until the heat be over, The diſat- 
fefted perſons hope ro make ſome advantage of theſe dil- 
ferences, and to work up the irritated humors to ſom:- 
thing for their purpoie. 7 pray God ſend Peace in our 
days. QOac 
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One thing more I mult. ſay of- my Lord Breadalbax's 
Afﬀair. I know not whether it be of deſign, or by 
chance, that in the Minutes of Parliameat- relating to it, 
there'is ſtill mention made of the Maſlacre of the Glerce- 
men, Which makes the lefs conſiderate fort of people be. 
lieve, That that isa part of the Crime his Lorſhip is now 
impeached of. Doubtleſs your Prints will run in the 
ſame ſtrain, Bur, aſtee the moſt diligent ſearch: into that 
matter, nothing is found that can be charged on him. 


June 14. 
1695. 


Printed in the Year 1695: 
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